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INTRODUC.ING THE NE\~SLETTER 

This Newaletter, which will be sent free to all members 
of the Geological Society of Malaysia, is,designed to be a 
forum for exchange of information on geological matters. It 
is planned to issue the Newsletter frequently, probably 
bi-monthly. 
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The Newsletter will be a vehicle for many 'different kinds 
of items: 

1. Announcements of eoming events, such as meetings, 
symposia, public lectures, and visits to Malaysia by 
geologists and people in related fields. 
2. Brief descriptions and progress reports of research 

and exploration projects being pursued in Malaysia. 
3. Requests for, and exchange of, specific items of 

geologioal information. 
4. Reports of developments in industry, legislation, and 

government policy of interest to geologists. 
5. Notes on new geologioal discoveries of interest to this 

area. 
6. Reviews of new publications bearing on Malaysian geology. 
7. Any other misoellaneous items which may be of interest 

to geologists in Malaysia. 
Most such items must be sent in to your editor by the 

member of the Society who happens to possess the information, 
and the usefulness and success of the Newsletter will depend 
very largely on the willingne.ss of the members to contribute 
items. So please do not hold back - if you have something 
appropriate for inclusion in the Newsletter, send it in. 

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF I'L\.LAYSIA 

For some .time individual geologists working in Malaysia 
. have felt the need for a society to cater. for their interests. 

The Geologioal SOCiety of Malaysia has now been formed by a 
committee consisting of geologists from the Malaysian Surveys, 
the University of Malaya, and the mining industry. This 
Newsletter is being sent to about one hundred geologists, 
working in Malaysia or in oontaet with geological work in 
Malaysia, in the hopn that they will support the development 
of the SOCiety .. 

The Geologiaal Soeiety of Malaysia aims to provide a 



forum for the exchs.ngt~ of information and ideE~s on all 
aspects of Malaysian geology. It hopes to do this by 
keeping in touch with all interested partiEs, by producing 
this Newsletter, by org~~ising meetings and symposia, ?~d 
by publishing members' papers in the form of a journal. 

At present a committee is being formed to consider 
the principles of stratigraphic nomenclature in JYlalaysia 
and to clarify the usage of stratigraphic names, published 
and unpublished o In this and other matters it is in­
tended that the Society shall have elose contact with other 
geological societies and shall represent Malnysia on 
international geological bodies~ The Society will par­
ticipate in the Second Symposium on Scientific and 
Technological Research in Malaysia to be held in the 
UniverSity of Malaya in February 1967. At that time the 
new Geology Building of the UniverSity should be completed. 

Three classes of members may be elected to the Society: 
1. ~ssociate Membership is open to any person interested 

in geology. 
2. Full Membership is open to all who have a Bachelor's 

degree in geology or an equivalent qu?lification in 
a related science or an equivalent training through 
practical experience. 

3. Student Membership is open to any person enrolled as 
a student in an institution of recognised standing 
in geology. 
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1m entrance fee of M$5 is payable by Associate and Full 
Members on election. The annual subscription is M$IO for 
Associate and Full Members and M$5 for Student Members. It 
is payable in advance before the first day of each calendar 
year. Members elected after June 30 may pa.y a subscription 
of M$5 only for that year. All members elected before 
December 31, 1967 will be Founder Members. 

An application form for membership of the Society is 
included with this Newsletter. 

Note: If you know of anyone potentially interested in 
the Sooiety, whom we have missed or may have missed, please 
send us his name and address. While we have tried to 
contact all geologists p~d other potential members, there 
may well be such persons we are unaware of. 



VISIT OF JAP.A1TESE P~':..LAEONTOLOGISTS 

Three Japanese palaeontologists, Dr. Ken-ichi Ishii of 
Osaka City University, Dr. Yasuo ~ogami of the University 
of Kyoto, and Dr. Makoto Kato of Hokkaido University will 
visit Malaysia during December 1966 and January 1967. 

They intend to carry out detailed biostratigraphic 
surveys of the Triassic limestone hills near Kodiang, Kedah 
and of the Upper Palaeozoic limestones in the Kampar area, 
Perak. They also wish to study the Permian and Triassic 
rocks along the Temerloh - lYlaran road in Pahang and in the 
Kuching area of Sarawak. This programme is sponsored by 
the Committee for South-East Asian Studies of Osaka City 
University and is a continuation of earlier work in 
Malaya by Dr. Ishii. 

In connection with the proposed study in the Kampar 
area, it should be mentioned that the richly fossiliferous 
middle Devonian to middle Permian limestones are also being 
investigated by Dr. R.L. Batten of the l~Grican Museum of 
Natural History, New York (gastropods); Dr. D.J. Gobbett 
of the Uni versi ty of :fI'Ialaya (fusulines E'.nd brachiopods); and 
Mr. T. Suntharalingam, a University of f'[a12.ya student (bio­
stratigraphy and palaeoecology). 

- DJG 

ORE MINERALOGY RESE)l.RCH AT KUALA LUMPUR 

Mr. J.H. Leow of the Department of Geology, University 
of Malaya is conducting research in the techniques of 
reflectivity measurements of ore minerals. The use of 
refleotivity, and micro-indentation hardness, as the bases 
of microscopical identification of the opaque minerals is 
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a new concept which is receiving much attention, particularly 
in Euxopeo Mr. Leow is currently measuring the spectral 
reflectivity of various minerals both in air and in oil, 
from which measurements other data such as refractive index, 
adsorption index and absorption coefficient ean be calculated. 
It is hoped that such information should be useful contri­
butions to the 'Tf1.bles of Quantitative Data for Ore Micro­
scopy' which the Commission on Ore Microscopy of the 
International Mineralogical Association is now preparing. 



VISIT OF FQJfIlillR -S·URV:CY GEOLOGIST 

Dr ... -J .A. Rj_chardson yis.iteJ. Nal aya in July 1966 during 
which time h e p ~lid vis its to the Goological Survoy Hf:a d­
quart ers in Ipoh, the Geology Department of the Univdrs i ty 
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a t Kuala Lumpur and n.mongst other :placcs, vis i t (?)d Penang, 
KU e l ct Lipis, Raub, Cameron Highl emds, Fras E~ r' s Hill and 
Singapore. Dr. Richardson joined the staff of the Ge ologic a l 
Survey of l"Ia laya on the 7th January 1937 a s a Fi E:; ld Geologist 4 

He mp_pped 2r cas of Pahang d-uring the following Y8 Hra unti l 
the invas i on of Mal aya by the Japanese in 1941. During the 
Japanese war, h e j oined the Volunt eer Forc e s as lieut enant. 
He was captured by . the J apanese and h eld a s a prisone r of 
war, being t ':'lken to Thailand. Aft er· his rel ease he returned 
to Na l aya and continued in the Geologic a l Survey until he 
r eSigned on the 13 July 1946. 

During his service in Malaya, Dr. Richardson published 
two memoirs: 

'The Geo l ogy and Mineral Resourc es of the Neighbourhood 
of Eaub, Pahang, Federa t ed :rvtalay States, wi th 2.n Rccount 
of t~'le Geol ogy of the Raub Australian Gold Nine' '­
Memoir No.3" 

'The Geology and Mineral Resources of the Neighbourh60d " 
of Chegar, Perak and Merapoh, Pahang ' - Memoir No, 4 
(N ew Series), 

He a l so publi shed a pa pe r entitl ed 'The Origin of the 
Amphibole-Schist Series of Pahang, Malaya" in the Geological 
Magazine ("iT. 84, No.4, 1947, .p. 241-249). --------

Dr. Eichardson was a ccompEm i ed during this visit by :[Vlrs. 
Rich,q.rdson, ',Iho h ad also lived i n I'1 a l aya and had a ccompani ed 
her husband on many of hi s fi e ld mapping exp editions. 

l:"ft er leaving the Ge ologic a l Survey 9 Dr. Riehardson 
Shell Oil Company Rnd has worked for many years in Venezue l a . 
The Riohar~ sans now live in Tucson, Arizona in r etirement, 
but eacll year trave l widely over the North American Continent~ 
and occa sionally pay visits to their homeland of England. 

- CSH 
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THE CONTINENT;"L SHELF - HALAYSI A ' S NEW FRONTIER? 

An a ct entitl ed t h e Cont inent a l Sh e lf Act was p 2ss e d by 
t he Ha l aysia n P a r liament (Dewan Ra ' ayat ) 8 t t~8 se s s j_on he l d 
in July 1 966 . Th e bill l ays claim to tne s ea- b e d a nd s ubsoil 
of the s ea off We st ern Ma l aysia (Mal a y a ) b e yond the 3-mil e 
t e rritori a l l i mit and as f a r a s t he 200- met o r i soba th. 
Supp l ement a ry l egis l a tion, the P e trol e um Mining Ena ctment, 
r egul a t e s prospe cting Rnd ex p l ora tion for oil. The se a c t s 
emp owe r the Fede r a l Mi nist e r of Lands a nd Mi n e s to i ssue 
lic ens e s ove r the continenta l shelf f or expl ora tion, pros ­
p e cting, and mi n ing of n a tura l r e sourc es. Re sourc e s with i n 
the 3-mile limit will b e und e r t h e control of Sta te Gove rnm ents. 

It i s known tha t a numb e r of compani e s h a v e a ppli e d for 
p rosp e cting lic ens e s for tin El.nd oil on the c ontinental she l f 
off the coasts of Ma l aya . Int e r est by oil c ompa ni e s h a s so 
f a r b een oonfin e d to the eRst co ast offshore a r ea , wh e r eas 
int e r est in tin is c ent e r ed on the she lf off the we st c oast. 
The shelf off east e r n Ma l aya is ove r 600 ki l ome t e rs wide ; it 
forms pa rt of the Sunda she lf which j oins Ma l a ya , Sumn tra , 
Borneo, and Java , and i s one of the most ext ensiv e she l f s eas 
of the world. It h a s a n ave r a g e d e pth of onl y a b out 70 
me t e rs. The d e lineation of the bounda ri e s b e twe e n the p a rts 
of the shelf owned by JVla l a ys ia, Tha iland, Vic~ tnam, a nd 
Indone s i a ma y pre s ent s ome probl ems, and do e s not s eem to 
ha v e b e en a tt emp t ed y e t, but the parts o f t h e she lf ov e r 
which Mal aysia cla ims sovere i gnty probably e xceed the l a nd 
area ~ of Halaysia . 

The mineral p otentia l of the Continenta l Shelf off Sa b 2.h 
a nd Sa r awa k (Ea ste r n Ma l ays i a ) h a s long been r e cogni z e d, a nd 
l egis l a tion l aying c l a im to the shelf wa s en a ct e d the r e a s 
l ong a go as 1 954. The Shell Grou p of Compa n i e s b a s be e n 
vigor ously pr os pe cting and drilling ove r l a rg E: a re a s of t he 
She lf off Sa r awa k , Brun e i, and weste rn Sa b a h , but so f a r hp.~s 
met with only minor succ e ss es. Ma ny promising structures~ 
howev e r, r ema i n to be drill e d. 

Now tha t Ma l ays i a h a s assumed sovereignty over such a 
huge a r ea , it may b e h ope d t hat some a tt ention will b e g iven 
to the r e sponsibiliti e s of conducting sci entif ic surveys , 
j.ncluding ma rine g e ol og ic E', l surveys, ove r the s h elf ~ and the 
a djoining Sout h China Seq . So f a r, a pa rt from oil company 
work, the r e sults of whic h a r e mo s t l y c onf i d entia l, only one 
expe dition, by t he Geol og ic a l Survey (Borne o Region) in 1 963, 
in co-ope r a tion with the She ll Gr oup and. the Briti sh Ne.vy, 



has be en made. I n s pit e of being done on a sho e-string 
budge t and with out sophistic a ted Gquipment, th:i,.s produc ed 
significant r esults, i ndic Rting the wi de scope for future 
work 0n the shelf off Mal aysia 's co as t s~ . 

Virtually nothing is known of t he geo logy o f t he 
shelf off r1al aya , c:~,l tho,ugh a singl E.; a ero-mc:.gnetic trav erse 

- 7 -

is s a id to h av e i ndica t ed a s ediment a r y ba sin off the 
northeast , co ast, giving hopes of possible oil-bearing stra t a . 
Sinc e most of Ma l aya ha s pr0bably been emergent, and subj ec t 
to a ctive erosion, sinc e l a t e Mes ozoic times, something must 
hav e happene d t o the eroded mat eri al, and it s eems r eRsonable 
to suppose tha t it wa s dumpe d on the continent a l sh elves; 
s edimentary rocks of Pa l ae ozoic and early Mesoz oic age may 
a lso exist beneath the continent a l Shelf, arid thes t; may, 
unlike the ir on-shore counter p8.rts, be unmc; t amorph ose d. Thus 
wide possibilities exist f or potenti a lly oil-bearing ba sins 
unde r the sha llow SfJ8.S of }\'Ial ays i a . 

Int elligent prosp ecting for oil and tin off-shore will 
depend on E).llunderstanding of th E! geologica l history of 
peninsular Ma l aya and of Borne o, a s well a s of the shelf 
its elf. Geologic a l exploration of the shelf will, in turn, 
de epen our und erstCinding of the on-shore g(3 0logy. 

- NSH 

+ + + + + 

11. FINAL NOTE 

Your editor would like to encoura ge you once a ga in to 
JOln the Geologica l SOCiety, and to pa ss along items of 
interest for us e in this ITewsle tter. Send any contributions 
to: 

',Fhe Edi t or 
Geol. Soci e ty bf Ma l aysi a Newslett e r 
C/9 Depa.rtment of Geology 
Un iverSity of Mal aya 
Kua l a Lumpur 


